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Workshop  
 Threatened Researchers – The Power of Science  

 

December 12, 2017 

Venue: “Senate Hall”, Engelbert-Arnold Str. 2, 76131 Karlsruhe (building 11.30), Campus South 

 

Register for the event  
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14:00  

 

 

14:10  

 

Welcome address by Dr. Annika Hampel, Head of the Business Unit Interna-

tional Affairs, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) 

 

Welcome address by Prof. Dr. Dirk Wentzel, Jean Monnet Professor in Eco-

nomics, Pforzheim University of Applied Sciences, Speaker of the Regional 

Humboldt-Group Karlsruhe-Pforzheim 
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14:20  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15:00  

 

 “At-risk academics: Consequences and actions for this vulnerable group…” 

 

Acting globally – Expertise of the Council for At-Risk Academics (Cara)  

Stephen Wordsworth, Executive Director of Cara 

 

A European angle: Experience from Norway 

Karen-Lise Scheie Knudsen, University of Agder, Head of SAR Norway Section 

 

An institutional and personal perspective 

Neda Soltani, Representative Scholars Rescue Fund (SRF), exiled researcher at 

Berlin Graduate School Muslim Cultures and Societies 

 

Open discussion – Networking (coffee break) 
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15:30  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panel discussion: Threatened researchers – challenges and chances  

presented by 

 Professor Dr. Caroline Y. Robertson-von Trotha, Center for Cultural and General 

Studies (ZAK), KIT 

 Stephen Wordsworth, Executive Director of Cara 

 Karen-Lise Scheie Knudsen, University of Agder, SAR Norway Section 

 Neda Soltani, Researcher & Representative SRF 

 Meri Uhlig, Integration Commissioner, City of Karlsruhe 

 Prof. Dr. Rahel Schomaker, University of Applied Science, Kärnten, Austria  

 Dr. Petra Roth, International Scholars & Welcome Office, KIT 

 

http://www.intl.kit.edu/ischolar/10239.php
https://www.intl.kit.edu/ia/3760_8996.php
https://www.hs-pforzheim.de/international/europe/prof_dirk_wentzel/
http://www.intl.kit.edu/iforscher/6975.php
http://www.intl.kit.edu/iforscher/6975.php
https://foreignpolicyblogs.com/2016/01/19/a-helping-hand-stephen-wordsworth-and-cara/
mailto:karen.knudsen@uia.no
http://www.bgsmcs.fu-berlin.de/people/students/students_2013/Neda-Soltani.html
http://www.bgsmcs.fu-berlin.de/index.html
https://www.zak.kit.edu/mitarbeiterInnen_83.php
https://foreignpolicyblogs.com/2016/01/19/a-helping-hand-stephen-wordsworth-and-cara/
mailto:karen.knudsen@uia.no
http://www.bgsmcs.fu-berlin.de/people/students/students_2013/Neda-Soltani.html
http://presse.karlsruhe.de/db/meldungen/politik/meri_uhlig_ist_neue_integ.html
http://www.fh-kaernten.at/mitarbeiter/?personId=4297039663&param=
http://www.intl.kit.edu/ia/3760_3842.php
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16:15 

 

Workshop I: Integrating threatened researchers in the scientific community, 

Daniela von Rüden, Coordinator for the Integration of Refugees at KIT, 

Prof. Dr. Annie Powell, Institute of Inorganic Chemistry and host, KIT,  

 

Workshop II: Intermediary agents – The role of networks, Karen-Lise Scheie 

Knudsen, University of Agder, SAR Norway Section; Dr. Petra Roth, Head of Inter-

national Scholars & Welcome Office (IScO), KIT & Member of the Steering Commit-

tee of the German Section of Scholars at Risk 

 

 17:30 Presentation of workshop groups 
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18:00 

 

World Science Café  

Lecture series of refugees and threatened researchers 
Dr. Anan Alsheikh Haidar / Dr. Housamedden Darwish (University of Cologne) 
The Syrian Crisis: a philosophical and legal overview 
 
Venue: Lobby of the Presidential Building of KIT 
Hosted by Professor Dr. Caroline Y. Robertson-von Trotha,  
Center for Cultural and General Studies (ZAK), KIT 
 
The Philipp Schwartz Initiative was launched by the Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation together with the German Federal Foreign Office. It enables universities, 
universities of applied science, and independent research institutions to grant 
threatened researchers fellowships for research stays in Germany. The initiative has 
been made possible through generous support from the Federal Foreign Office, the 
Alfried Krupp von Bohlen und Halbach Foundation, the Andrew W. Mellon Founda-
tion, the Fritz Thyssen Foundation, the Gerda Henkel Foundation, the Klaus Tschira 
Foundation, the Robert Bosch Stiftung, the Stifterverband, and the Stiftung Merca-

tor.  
 

 

 

19:30 

 

Dinner at Guest Lecturers´ House, KIT 

 

Dinner Speech by: Prof. Dr.-Ing. Uwe Dorka, University of Kassel, 

Founding Spokesperson of  the Deutsche Gesellschaft der Humboldtianer 

(German Society of Humboldtians) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.haa.kit.edu/english/21_108.php
http://ak-powell.chemie.uni-karlsruhe.de/
mailto:karen.knudsen@uia.no
mailto:karen.knudsen@uia.no
http://www.intl.kit.edu/ia/3760_3842.php
http://www.zak.kit.edu/worldsciencecafe.php
https://www.zak.kit.edu/mitarbeiterInnen_83.php
http://www.gdh.kit.edu/english/index.php
https://www.uni-kassel.de/fb14bau/institute/iki/stahl-und-verbundbau/mitarbeitende.html
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