High-Level Event of TRENT

On July 7, the High-Level Event of the TRENT project (Transnational Competence Center for
Environmental Technology and Research Jiangsu Baden-Wirttemberg), which is financed by the
Ministry of Environment, Climate and Energy Baden-Wirttemberg, took place. Besides KIT, the project
partner is Umwelttechnik BW (UTBW). The aim of the project is to realize and establish the
Competence Center for Environmental Science and Technology in Jiangsu Province.

Due to the pandemic, the event took place in hybrid form. On-site, about 24 participants* from
government, universities and enterprises in Jiangsu Province took part. More than 60 participants
were connected virtually. Mr. Bernd Reuter from the Ministry of Environment, Climate and Energy, the
Vice President for Innovation and International Affairs of KIT Prof. Dr. Thomas Hirth as well as Mr.
CHEN Jun (Department of Ecology and Environment of Jiangsu Province) welcomed the visitors.
Oliver Schmid, head of International Cooperation and Projects, International Affairs of KIT and at the
same time the project leader, presented the TRENT project with details (objectives, outlook as well as
main topics).

Dr. Hannes Spieth, Managing Director of UTBW, gave the audience an overview of environmental
technologies from Baden-Wirttemberg. Mr. ZHANG Jianning, President of Nanjing Environmental
Protection Industry Association, reported analogously about the development and the demand for
environmental technologies in Nanjing. Two scientists from KIT and one scientist from Nanjing Tech
presented the current projects as well as the cooperation potential on the topic of circular economy
and eco-industry, critical heat transfer as well as bio-economy.

On the basis of the TRENT project, the already existing resources in environmental sciences and
technologies from Baden-Wirttemberg and Jiangsu will be bundled and the competences and
resources will be extended and complemented.

In the course of the next months, various round tables on the project topics are planned. The first one
is planned for 27.07 with the focus on bioeconomy.
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