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The DAAD is...
a self-governing organisation of the 
German institutions of higher education

with 236 member institutions
and 124 student bodies

DAAD stands for...

Deutscher German

Akademischer Academic

Austausch Exchange

Dienst Service



Goals and expenditures of the DAAD (expectation 2012)

Educational 
cooperation with

developing countries

Promoting academic, economic,
and democratic development

in developing and reform countries

97 Mio. €

Internationalisation
of German universities

Increasing the international 
appeal of German universities

and promoting
the international dimension in 

German higher education

83 Mio. €

Promoting
German Studies and
the German language

abroad

Promoting the German language 
and German Studies
at foreign universities

48 Mio. €

Scholarships

for foreigners

Supporting future foreign elites

at German universities and

research institutes

89 Mio. €

Scholarships 
for Germans

Supporting future German
Leaders in their studies and 

Research abroad 
(including ERASMUS)

103 Mio. €



DAAD-Budget 2013
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Federal Ministry of Cooperation and

Development: 39,9 Mio. EUR = 9 %

European Union: 

57,7 Mio. EUR = 14 %

Other Sources: 

40,7 Mio. EUR = 10 %

Ministry of Foreign Affairs: 

181 Mio. EUR = 43 %

Federal Ministry of Education and

Research: 100,6 Mio. EUR = 24 %

419,9 Mio.
EUR

*Zahlen 2013 (Soll)

Other

EU

BMZ
BMBF

AA

Gesamt:



DAAD global network



Funding Opportunities offered by DAAD

7

1. What is the DAAD

2. Funding opportunities for PhD students and

postdocs

3. Do‘s and don‘ts for a successful application



Who may apply?

in

out

•Non-Germans
•Germans who have been living abroad for a longer period
and whose primary/permanent residence is in the foreign
country
•Depending on the programme an application might be
possible for foreigners who are already in Germany

•Germans, 
whether application from abroad is possible depends on the
programme and on the duration of their stay abroad
•Non-Germans may apply depending on the programme
and on their status in Germany

Non-Germans 

may apply



Scholarships for PhD students

• Open to all disciplines. 

• Research stays in several countries may be combined.

Short-term scholarships (one to six months):

• Course work and extension are not possible.

Long-term scholarships (seven to 12 months):

• An extension  is only possible if the applicant is a PhD student at a 

German university and if an extension is mandatory for achieving the 

objective of the research project (e.g. field work).



PhD students: Fellows of other funding organizations

� Scholars of the organizations for the promotion of young talents (like 
„Studienstiftung des Deutschen Volkes”) are not eligible.

� Fellows of DFG Research Training Groups:

� Applications for short-term fellowships are possible (DAAD provides 
expatriate allowance).

� Only “Kollegiaten” may apply for long-term funding.

� Fellows may apply if the fellowship is interrupted during the funding 
period.



DAAD fellowships for PHD students

• Monthly allowance for living costs, 
examples: 1.150 € (UK), 1.475 € (USA), 1.725 € (J)

• Monthly allowance for research/congress expenses   
(102 € )

• Tuition fees (up to a fixed amount, long-term 
scholarships only)

• Travel allowance

• Health, accident, casualty insurance

• (third party funding will be deducted)



DAAD fellowships for PHD students: Application

• Online-Application on DAAD 

website

• Application dates depend on

destination and may change

• Management of the programmes

by the DAAD regional units

Example: Western Europe, North 

America, Turkey 

Deadline Departure

01 March July

01 June November

01 September January

15 November March 

For most other regions: For 

short-term scholarships 

application is possible anytime 

but at least 3 months before the 

planned departure



RISE: A program for Undergrads

� “Research Internships in Science and 

Engineering” 

� 8-12 weeks in summer 

� Web-based matching process

� Undergrads work directly with German 

doctoral students at top labs across the 

country

� No German required but DAAD supports 

intensive language courses prior to the start of 

the internship 

� Scholarships and housing 

assistance provided

� 323 interns placed in 2012

� Next deadline: 

Internship offer: 01.10.13 - 30.11.13

Applicants: January 31, 2014

Non-Germans 

may apply



Postdocs: Research fellowships

• Open to all disciplines

• Open to all destinations
(research stays in several countries may be combined) 

• Duration: 3 – 6 months (short-term)
7 months –24 months (long-term)

• All applications are handled by:

Section 521 (Internationalisation of Research)

www.daad.de/postdoc



Postdoc funding: DAAD support

� Basic allowance: 1,365 € to 1,416 € (age dependent)

� plus expatriate allowance and buying rate differential 
(e.g. in Boston 1.267 € (singles), 1.753 (couples) 

� plus research allowance

� plus travel allowance

� Additional support for scholars with children:
���� 400 €/month (first child), + 100 €/month (further 
children)
���� if accompanied by at least one child < 12 years,  
the scholarship may be extended or costs of 
childcare are covered (up to basic allowance)

� Additionally: funding of congress visits, Job 
interviews in Germany

� Allowance for the move back to Germany

� Reintegration grant 



New 

programme

planned

Postdoc fellowships: time schedule

Application for fellowships with 3 to 6 months duration:

� Anytime (expect at least three months for the selection process)

Application for fellowships with 7 to 24 months duration:

Deadline Selection Starting date

� 15 November February April

� 15 March June August

� 15 June October December



New Programme Offer (in process of planning)
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Ph.D. Postdoc

Identification of

promising research topic

Identification of appropriate

host institution in Germany 

and abroad

Application for DAAD funding

18 months contract with

German institution

12 months abroad
6 months

integration

All nationalities

All destinations



International Research Stays in Information Technology 
(FITweltweit)

Scholarships for research stays in informatics and related 
disciplines

Master students: research work in connection with the 
master thesis (1-6 months, all countries)

Doctoral students: research work (1 to 6 months, all 
countries)

Postdocs: research stays at the 

� International Computer Science Institute, Berkeley

� National Institute of Informatics in Tokyo

(3 to 24 months, application anytime (allow about
three months for the selection process)

www.daad.de/fitweltweit
18



DAAD/Roche Diagnostics Postdoctoral 
Programme!

� Scholarships for post-doctoral scholars from 
other EU countries, USA and Canada. 

� The research stay may be started following      
studies for a doctorate in Germany.  

� Various areas of research within the field of 
Diagnostics are offered.

� Funding period: 12 to 24 months 

� Monthly allowance of EUR 2,250. Travel allowance.

� Supplementary allowance for families. 

� Health, personal and accident insurance cover.

Penzberg/Bavaria

Only:  other EU 

countries, USA, 

Canada

www.daad.de/roche



Funding of Congress Participation and
Scientific Talks Abroad

Active participation in international 
meetings

Application: four months before the 

meeting

Daily allowance for board and lodging

Travel allowance

(Partial) coverage of the conference 

fees

International lectures

Application: one month before the 

lecture date

Travel allowance

•in 2012 more than 4.800 applications

•Research institutions: funding only 

possible up to five years following the 

PhD

•Application forms on the website

The programme is open to Ph.D. students, postdocs, faculty, and other scientists

www.daad.de/kongressreisen

Internationals:   

if integrated at

host institute
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What is important to get a Fellowship? 

� Academic qualification

� Publications

� The project (scientific quality, realistic planning)

� The fit (project, institution, career plans)

� The personality/extra-curricular activities

� Academic qualification

� Publications

� The project (scientific quality, realistic planning)

� The fit (project, institution, career plans)

� The personality/extra-curricular activities



�ausgefüllter Bewerbungsbogen (http://www.daad.de)

�lückenloser Lebenslauf

�Forschungsvorhaben mit detaillierter Planung

�Einladung des Gastgebers

�zwei aktuelle Gutachten von deutschen Hochschullehrer(innen)

�Zeugnisse von Hochschulprüfungen bzw. -vorprüfungen (mit Noten)

�Nachweis der Kenntnis der Unterrichtssprache

�Zusammenfassung der Diplom-, Magister- oder Staatsexamens-Arbeit

�Publikationsliste 

�bei Stipendiendauer > 6 Monate: ein Exemplar der Examensarbeit

Bewerbungsunterlagen – Beispiel Promotionsprogramm
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Auswahlkriterien Kongressreisen
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� Begründung der Reise

� Empfehlungsschreiben Betreuer/in (bei Doktorand/Innen)

� Akademische Leistungen

� Publikationsleistung in den letzten fünf Jahren (Anzahl und Impact)

� Bedeutung der Reise für die Entwicklung des Fachgebietes, die 
internationale wissenschaftliche Kooperation und die 
beruflichen/fachlichen Perspektiven des Antragstellers/ der 
Antragstellerin

� Angemessener zu erwartender Ertrag bezogen auf die Kosten der 
Reise



Schritt 1
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Schritt 2
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Thank you!


